2013 RITA/Golden Heart Awards Ceremony 
The Top Ten Countdown of the Greatest Fictional Couples of All Time
Section 1: Theme Overview

We thought it would be fun to cover some of the greatest couples in movies, literature and television. The pairs that really stay with you – the couples that you wish you had written. While the show could certainly be done with the board or the committee choosing the top ten, our preference is to make the show a little interactive. We'd like to let the membership vote for their favorites, then use a top ten countdown format to reveal their picks throughout the night with fun video montages of the couples. We thought this theme would keep the atmosphere light and fun, the perfect end cap after a week of serious, career-focused workshops and networking.
Section 2: Show Possibilities

There is a great deal of flexibility in a show with a theme like this. Here are only a few of the options. 
· Prior to the show, launch a quick, online survey with a list of 50 or so great couples, brainstormed by the committee. We would like to directly invite the membership to participate, but if the board is uncomfortable emailing them, we could include the link in the eNotes, through RWA social media accounts, and loops. Participation would be completely voluntary, but we think members would get into the spirit of it. The results would be kept secret so they can be revealed in the countdown format.
· The survey would have 2 parts. One with a list of couples and the voter chooses 1. Then, an optional text box that allows them to state why. We thought if we got some good quotes, we could use them in the videos.

· Video clips with montages of the selected couples done in a countdown format, a la the MTV/VH-1 countdowns of days past.  We'd start with 10 and countdown to number 1. They would be introduced by the MC in a similar fashion, hinting to what is coming up next, but keeping the attendees guessing until the video reveal.
· If the survey and/or countdown option is not appealing, we could still do the great couples theme, but with pre-selected couples and montages. We could do a segment on great couples of film, television, books (hopefully ones made into movies so we have clips), and potentially even real life couples if we could secure the permissions.
Section 3: Suggested Songs/Videos

Assorted clips of great couples, like Elizabeth Bennett & Mr. Darcy, Buttercup & Westley, Scarlett & Rhett Butler, etc.
Clips and pictures could be set to a variety of upbeat and romantic music classics.
Section 4: Room Décor and Other Special Requests
This theme is pretty easy and would not require any special décor or setup. However, we'd like to make the following recommendations:
· A VIP entrance for nominees and presenters only that  routes them directly to their area and cutting down on non-VIP people getting into their seating section. That seemed to work well last year.
· If we do not have a stage/backstage area, I'd like to request that all the presenters sit together on the side of the stage where they need to come up and give the award. Last year they were on both sides and had to cross in front of the stage to get to the waiting area.

Section 5: Other

N/A
